practicing our faith

W

What a glorious evening of joyful
praise and thanksgiving unfolded in
our Sanctuary on Sunday, March 3, as
our Covenant Choir and High School
Ensemble presented Antonio Vivaldi’s
classic sacred work, Gloria. From the
opening measures of “glory to God in
the highest” to the concluding “with
the Holy Spirit,” the rich texts of this
300-year-old choral masterpiece came
alive in the voices of middle school
and high school singers and the adult
ensemble that joined with them. Singing, including that of soloists Claire
Dillahunty and Deborah Waterman,
was beautifully enriched by the accompaniment of an excellent chamber
orchestra conducted by Colin Howland. The diverse sounds of congregational singing, organ pieces performed
by J. Marty Cope, and choir anthems
by well-known, contemporary British
composers John Rutter and Bob Chilcott offered more expressions of praise
to our great God.
Added to the beauty of the evening
was a responsive audience, some of
whom had intentionally practiced
“hospitality missions” by inviting
not-yet-believers to come with them to
our church. Many were praying that
the biblical truths expressed through
music that night might offer a context

with heart and voice

for gospel conversations. Why do people sing? Why do God’s people sing?
Singing is God’s design, God created
us to sing, God delights in our singing His words back to Him. Consider
these words from Colin Howland’s
concert program notes:
The Bible speaks of singing not
just as a source of entertainment
or even an art form, but as an
essential component of the Christian life; Colossians 3:16 makes
the point for us: “Let the Word of
Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another
in all wisdom, singing psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, with
thankfulness in your hearts to
God.”

munity who first came to our church
not for a worship service but for a
concert? As you practice “hospitality
missions” you might consider bringing the not-yet-believers you know
to a concert. Your next opportunity?
Concert doors will be open again on
Sunday evening, May 19. May we be
faithfully zealous as we continue to go
out into the highways and byways to
bring them in until that day when all
people from all nations proclaim that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.
—Lynda Fray
Lynda Fray, Director of the Covenant
Choir and High School Ensemble

Singing is a way of practicing the
Christian faith;
Singing helps us give expression
to the faith in God that He
Himself has given us;
Singing is one of the few things
we do in this life that we will
also do for eternity;
Singing that we participate in 		
now prepares us for life in heaven.
Did you know that there are those
who are in our PCPC worshiping com-
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